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Reel Magic Hour® is a day long program that provides one hour panels 
designed for our Chelsea Film Festival filmmakers to meet and network. This is 
the second edition of the Reel Magic Hour. This program is supported by the 
Sundance Institute and listed in the Women at Sundance and Women in Film 
LA Resource Map.  

This event has been made possible by the generous support of the Fashion 
Institute of Technology.  

Access to this event requires a Festival Pass or VIP Pass. Link to 
purchase: bit.ly/cfftickets 
______________________________________________________________ 

WHEN: Saturday, October 15th from 10.30am – 6pm 

WHERE:  Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) 
                 The David Dubinsky Student Center (Building A) 
                 227 W 27th St. (Between 7th & 8th Aves.) 
                 New York, NY 10001 

Panel One: Women Centric 

Panel Two: Students in Film 

Panel Three: StoryForward 

Panel Four: Diversity 

Panel Five: Virtual Reality 

10.30am – 11.30am 
Registration and Networking Continental Breakfast 
Sponsored by Teremok 

11.30am – 12.30pm 
Panel One: Women Centric  

Title: "Want to Advance your Business or Career? Work with a Woman!” 

Description: Women have been challenged for years in all areas of life and 
have climbed mountains to achieve the impossible. They have been forming 
teams, companies, agencies, and changing laws to fight for gender equality. 
Today, we’re discussing how working with a woman in the film industry can 
actually benefit your business long-term.   

Moderator: Laurie Kirby (FestForums) 



Speakers: Diana Vargas (HFFNY), Jill Michelle Williams (Engel Entertainment),  
Rebekah Louisa Smith (The Festival Doctor), Jennifer S. Wilkov (Entertainment 
Consultant), Erica Booth (A.B.L.E) 

12.30pm – 1.30pm 
Panel Two:  Student Film 

Title: “Filmmakers of Tomorrow and What They Want to See in Film Today”   

Description: We sit down with young filmmakers and discuss with them what 
they see as the most important facets of media making today and in the future- 
as well as what traditions they find are pertinent to hold onto. The students will 
also talk about what topics interest them the most and what sparks them to write 
the films that they create.   

Moderator: Brian Emery (FIT Faculty) 

Speakers: Sophia Huebschman (NYU), Kevin Shepard (FIT), Piotr Lewczuk 
(FIT), Beverly Ohle (FIT), Mary Cann (FIT), Monet Michael (FIT) 

1.30pm – 2.30pm 
Panel Three:  StoryForward  

Title: “Creating Connections”  

Description:  StoryForward is dedicated to promoting the future of storytelling 
and entertainment. Comprised of a podcast and series of meet-up events, 
StoryForward brings you the opportunity to hear amazing speakers from around 
the world, and connect with like-minded creative people in a city near you. 

Moderator: Michael Schein (StoryForward) 

Speakers: Ali Robinson (StoryForward), Paulette Stephens (StoryForward), Amy 
Bennet (StoryForward), Jen Begeal (StoryForward) 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
Panel Four: Cinema, diversity and minorities: The Distribution’s perspective 

Title: “Race and Filmmaking: Understanding the Hurdles of Hollywood”  

Description:  With Hollywood blatantly giving more money to ‘white’ film, race 
can affect filmmakers at the base of their endeavors before they even start their 
projects. This discussion will bring to light the relationship between race and 
distribution- and what decisions are made based on prejudice and assumption 
from both sides. Surprisingly, these assumptions are almost always intertwined. 

Moderator: Jenn Mello (Film Interchange) 



!  

CFF was founded by actresses Ingrid & Sonia Jean-Baptiste to give voices to the 
unheard by providing a platform to independent films and discovering new 
talents. 

Chelsea Film Festival Board of Directors consists of renowned industry insiders: 
Paul Calderon, Elizabeth Kemp, and John Patrick Shanley. 

The Advisory Board includes: Bruno Chatelin, Georges Leclere, Jeff Bandman, 
Pascal Chemin, Michel Abramowicz, Michael Ruotolo, Pascal Bonifay, Patrick 
Braoude, Ron Agam, Thandeka Zwana, Thembi Mtshali- Jones, Wissam Chahine 
and more. 

The Chelsea Film Festival program will highlight international feature-length, 
short films and documentaries from independent or emerging filmmakers. The 
Fourth Edition of the Chelsea Film Festival will focus on "Youth", and will 
introduce foreign films to the public. 
As Ingrid Jean-Baptiste, Founder of The Chelsea Film Festival, stated: 

Speakers:  Heidi Marshall (Director), Muriel Wiltord (Martinique Promotion 
Bureau), Janete Scobie (ZingPicks), Ben Snyder (Filmmaker) 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 
Panel Five: Virtual Reality  

Title: “The Minds Behind Virtual Reality Becoming the Filmmaker’s Reality”  

Description: We will be giving a closer look at Virtual Reality and 360 
headsets and their role in shaping creators experiences. What exactly does 
the option of VR mean for filmmakers? This panel of women represent the 
innovators of this this new medium and how it is becoming incorporated into 
the film industry. We will be discussing how VR’s scope may or may not be 
influencing filmmakers perspectives on a creative plane. 

Moderator: Illya Szilak (Interactive Designer) 

Speakers:  Amelia Winger-Bearskin (DBRS Innovation Lab), LaJuné McMillan 
(New Media Artist & Creative Technologist), Skye Von (Filmmaker), Kinga 
Sarah Smith (Executive Producer) 

4.30pm – 6.00pm   
Networking Cocktail 



“Making the World a Better Place by Giving a Voice to the Unheard” 

The Chelsea Film Festival (CFF) will hold its fourth edition in Chelsea, 
Manhattan from October 13-17, 2016. 

Our Mission: 

The Chelsea Film Institute is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit cultural 
organization that will help expose the underprivileged youth in Chelsea, NYC to 
the arts. Throughout the year, CFI will offer free Arts classes to these 
economically disadvantaged children. 

Chelsea Film Festival (CFF) is an international film festival, enlightening the work 
of emerging filmmakers, producers, and actors. It offers a wide range of films, 
such as shorts, documentaries, and feature-length pieces. It empowers the work 
of risk-taking storytellers and remains committed to its mission to discover and 
develop independent artists and audiences around the world. 

Connect with Chelsea Film Festival on our Social Media pages. 
 

!  @ChelseaFilmFestival                      ! @ChelseaFilmFest 

! @ChelseaFilm                                    ! @ChelseaFilmFestival

#CFFNY2016


